First trip to the sharptail grouse lek (April 2, 2011)

Today, April 2, 2011, was my first trip to the sharptail grouse lek. It was a beautiful morning, calm
winds, and about 35 degrees. The males were at thetldlcounted 30, but | know that there were
more at the site. The sunrise was breathtaking, but short lived as the clouds quickly moved in (the
above photo shows a brief glimpse of the sunlight from this morning).

| tried my new method of photography (photo to the right). | have a camera mounted on a tripod w
a remote control that | operate from the blind. | also had a Flip
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video camera taped to the tripod. | was not pleased with the ; - t.‘
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before the females start arriving. | used a 2lmm lensand | .. . . g\
think | need to use a lens with more reach (maybe a 50 mm "
lens). Also, | had the Flip video too close to the ground, and
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goodt more sunlight would have helped.

The geese were flying over in the thousarnds great thing to hear after a full winter. You can see jus
a few on page 4.

For now, the males are primarily establishing territory, but soon, as the weather warms up, the
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in another week or so.






